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ORQUESTA LA PALABRA

Orquesta La Palabra takes its name from Cuban-born/Los Angeles-based pianist/composer/arranger/singer La Palabra, who has written the bulk of this delightful album on indie Tornillo Records. That said, "Breakthrough" does not break new ground. Much of what's here—the blend of son and rap in "I'm Going to Shenzhen," the romantic salsa of "Se Nos Fue el Amor"—has been done before. But the blends are effortless and organic, with enough edge to push them beyond the merely routine while managing to not sound contrived. The opening "El Temblor"—fast-clipped, aggressive, straight-ahead salsa—is a dancefloor smash-in-waiting, while "Cama y Mesa," a cover of the Roberto Carlos standard set to a cha-cha-cha beat, has swing and humor. Even a cover of mid-'70s pop hit "Feelings," set over a big-band Latin jazz arrangement, avoids the cheese.—LC 
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